COINING OF TURKISH MONEY IN ENGLAND.         69

fortunes of a comparatively recent date, of which,
the source would not bear examination. These
houses would be seen to be mixed up in foul deal-
ings with the Custom-house, which put into their
coffers customs dues which have not been paid:
these houses have engaged themselves in operations
with coin of foreign, and even Eastern fabrication,
in dubious transactions, which, better than others,
bring out in relief the naive good faith of the
Mussulmans. In short, at their base, gigantic
tricks might be discovered, which the novelists of
real life would lay hold of eagerly for sensational
chapters.

In 1858, two Frenchmen were taken up in
London, at the request of the Ottoman Government,
and convicted of coining false Turkish money: a
third culprit", the chief of them, a man who bore
a great name and had occupied an honourable posi-
tion in Egypt, succeeded in crossing the Straits
before the visit of the police. The investigation of
this affair revealed that a capital of several hundred
thousand francs was to be furnished by a great Paris
house, in prepared gold, for secretly coining Turkish
pounds in England; the coiners provided themselves
with copper on the spot for fabricating small change.
At Alexandria, as was stated in a letter forming -
part of the case, Turkish piastres had been clandes-